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BIATHLON— The first wave of biathletes head out and up the big hill to the biathlon range in White Mountain. The typically 6.5-kilometer event was cut in half due to cold tempera-
tures.  Left to right: Gold medalist Asa Bergamschi, White Mountain, silver medalist Tim Schmidt, Nome, silver medalist Rosa Schmidt, Nome, gold medalist Alyeska Daniels, Unalak-
leet, and bronze medalist Dominic Richardson, Saint Michaels. With 67 competitors in the race, this was the largest biathlon event in the state of Alaska this year.  

By Keith Conger
In the ski world the MVP award is

titled the Skimeister Award, and is
earned by the person in each age cat-
egory that has the best overall meet
results.  Ties are very unusual, so the
results of the junior girls division at
the  35th annual Bering Strait School
District Ski and Biathlon Champi-
onships will go down as historic.

On the first day of competition in
the juniors division (fifth - eighth
grades) Nome fifth grader Mallory
Conger outlasted Unalakleet sixth
grader Summer Sagoonick, as well
as 27 other girls from the western re-

gion, in the 4-kilometer ski race.
White Mountain sixth grader Felicia
Ione and Nome eighth grader Bianca
Trowbridge placed third and fourth
respectively.  

The results for day two’s 3-kilo-
meter, weather-shortened biathlon
race were the exact reverse from day
one, with first year skier Trowbridge
hitting 4 of 5 shots to capture her first
victory.

So, at the end of the 2-day com-
petition, Trowbridge had a total of
five points for her 4th and 1st place
finishes.  Each of the other girls had
five points as well, bringing the total

elapsed time tiebreaker into play.
And this is where the unbelievable
happened.  

Conger’s total elapsed time for the
two days was 33 minutes, 22 sec-
onds.   Sagoonick’s total elapsed
time was 33 minutes, 22 seconds.
Ione’s total elapsed time was 33 min-
utes, 22 seconds, and, oh yes, Trow-
bridge’s total elapsed time was … 33
minutes, 22 seconds.  One would
have a better chance winning the Illi-
nois Lottery than predicting that 4-
way tie.  Without a tertiary tiebreaker
in place, the BSSD had its first ever
Skimeister tie – and a 4-way tie to
boot. 

The efforts of Conger and Trow-
bridge would bring Nome its first
ever junior high girls team award,
ending an incredible seven-year run
by the Unalakleet girls.  

In any other year, the tie for the
high school Skimeister Award would
have been the biggest news.   Nome
Junior Rosa Schmidt beat Unalakleet
freshman Alyeska Daniels on Thurs-
day by a mere 7 seconds in the 8.5-
kilometer ski race, but was then
bested by Daniels on Friday in the
biathlon by 8 seconds.  The one-sec-
ond time differential would earn

Daniels the BSSD High School Girls
Skimeister Award on her first try.  

The efforts of Daniels, along with
her double bronze medalist sister
Katie, would bring the Unalakleet
girls its first ever high school girls
team trophy, and provide a fitting
ending to a three-year run by the
Nome girls.  

Unlike the flip-flop in the girl’s
divisions, the top gold, silver, and
bronze medalists of each event in the
boys divisions were identical each
day.  

For the high school boys, White
Mountain senior Asa Bergamaschi
outlasted Nome senior Tim Schmidt,
and Saint Michael’s Junior Dominic
Richardson. Bergamaschi’s efforts
would result in his second consecu-
tive Skimeister Award, and help
White Mountain to their second
straight High School Boys team tro-
phy.  

In the junior high boys division
Unalakleet eighth grader Sikulik
Johnson ran away with the junior
high boys Skimeister Award, besting
White Mountain’s Joshua Prentice
and Julius Ione.  The award would be
the second straight for Johnson.  The
team award would be the third

straight for White Mountain.  
Both the biathlon race and marks-

manship competition take place with
competitors using 22-caliber rifles to
shoot 4.5-inch targets from 50 meters
away.  Winners of the marksmanship
competition were Wyman Okpealuk
of Brevig Mission in the High
School Boys division, Jannelle
Trowbridge of Nome in the High
School Girls division, Sagoonick in
the Junior High Girls division, and
Charlie Soolook of Diomede in the
Junior High Boys division.  

Winners of the Most Improved
Skier Awards were Soolook and An-
joli Agloinga of White Mountain.
The Sportsmanship Trophy was
earned by the team from Unalakleet.  

The top finishers from the Bering
Strait meet have earned a spot at next
week’s rural state ski and biathlon
championships hosted by the West-
ern Interior Ski/Biathlon Association
(WISA).   The WISA championships
rotate between a western village and
an interior village each year.  The
2013 meet will take place in White
Mountain.  At least 10 different vil-
lages are expected to attend. 

“Billion to 1” odds defied as four skiers tie for Skimeister
Award at Regional Ski and Biathlon championships
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GOOD FORM— Sixth grader Rhiannon Noyakuk was one of many

newcomers to tackle the steep and challenging hills of White Mountains
ski course at the 35th annual Bering Strait School District's Ski and
Biathlon Championships.  
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LARGEST RACE IN ALASKA— Katie Daniels of Unalakleet shoots
for a bronze medal in this year's event.  She was one of 67 competitors
grades 5th - 12th to brave the cold conditions.   The biathlon race at the
Bering Strait School District's Ski and Biathlon Championships is the
largest such event in the state each year.   




